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will; a sort of finger posts pointing out the direction
which tilings in general, and therefore our voluntary
actions, are intended to take. .Feelings of this sort,
though repressed on ordinary occasions by the
contrary current of life, are ready to break out,
whenever custom is silent, and the native promptings
of the mind have nothing opposed to them but
reason: and appeals are continually made to them by
rhetoricians, with the effect, if not of convincing
opponents, at least of making those who already hold
the opinion which the rhetorician desires *to re-
commend, better satisfied with it. For in the present
day it probably seldom, happens that any one is
persuaded to approve any course of action because it
appears to him to bear an analogy to the divine
government of the world, though the argument tells
on him with great force, and is felt by him to be a
great support, in behalf of anything which he is
already inclined to approve.

If this notion of imitating the ways of Providence
as manifested in Nature, is seldom expressed plainly
and downrightly as a maxim of general application, it
also is seldom directly contradicted. Those who find it
on their path, prefer to turn the obstacle rather than
to attack it, being often themselves not free from the
feeling, and in any case afraid of incurring the charge
of impiety by saying anything which might be held
to disparage the works of the Creator's power. They